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, Tproar, there being no cauſe whereby we may give an 
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ACCOUNT. 


Occaſion, Proceſs; and Iſſue 
OFALATE 


TEAR! 
At the Ass1zE held at Glonceſter, the || 

Third of March, 1743. 
Between ſome of the People call'd Methodifts, Plaintiffs, - 


and certain Perfons of the Town of Minchin-Hampton, 
in the ſaid County, Defendants. | 
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Extracted from Mr. Wutrerizzp's/ Letter. * 


— 


By JOHN WESLEY, A. M. 
| FeLLow of Lincoln College, Oxford. 


And when the town-clerk had appeaſed the people, he ſaid, 
"Ye menof Epheſus, what man is there that knoweth not 
how that the city of the Ephefians is a worſhipper of the | 
great goddeſs Diana, and of the image which fell down . | 
From Jupiter. Seeing then that theſe things cannot be 
ſpoken againſt, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing 
raſhly. For ye have brought hither theſe men, which are 
neither robbers of churches, nor yet Blaſphemers of your 
goddeſs, M berefore if Demetrius, and the craftſmen 
which are with him, had a matter againſt any mam, 
the law is open, and there are deputies ; let them implead ** | 
one another. But if ye require any thing concerning other 
matters, it ſhall be determin'd in a lawful afſembly. For 
abe are in __ to be call d in queſtion for this day's 


* 


— 


account of this concourſe. Acts xix. 35.—40. 
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7* the Reader. 


N x great Reaſon of my pub- 

liſhing this Extract is, To 
declare to all Mankind, that I in- 
tirely concur in Mr. 1Phirefield* 8 
Judgment, with regard to this 
Whole Affair. For I am con- 


vinced, That to prevent Open Vi- 


olations of the Law is a Part of 


my Duty both to Gop and the 
KING: And that I am as much 
obliged to give Information to 


the Powers that be againſt Riot- 


ers, as againſt High- way-men, 
Traitors or Murderers. 
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Occaſion, Proceſs, and Iſſue, 


OF 


A Late TRvaL, c. 


H O' perhaps there is nothing in the World 

more abuſed than the Law, and they are very 
few that go to Law out of a proper Principle; 

yet we hold, that there is a proper Uſe of it, and the 
Law is good, when uſed lawfully.----- Whether or no 
we have uſed it lawfully in the preſent Cafe, I ſhall 
leave my Friend to judge, after I have told him the 
Motives that induced us to ingage in it.----The Metho- 
difis, you know, are every-where accounted Enthuſi- 
aſts, in the worlt Senſe of the Word; but tho” they are 
accounted ſuch, yet they Would not be Enthuſiaſts in 
. Reality.-----Now we look upon it ts be one Species 
of Enthuſiaſm, to expect to attain an End without mak- 
ing uſe of proper Means,----- We alſo think, that Be- 
levers ſhould be very careful not to be fond of ſuffering 
Perſecution, when they may-avoid it, by making Ap- 
plication to the Higher Powers. We are likewiſe of 
Opinion, that good Chriſtians will be good Subjects, 
and conſequently it is their Duty, as much as in them 
lies, to put a Stop to every thing, in a rightful Way, 
that may prove deſtructive to the King or the Govern- 
ment under which they live. Chriſtian Miniſters in 
f par- 
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particular, we think, ought to conſider the Weakneſs 
of People's Grace, and, in Pity to Souls, do what they 
can to remove every thing out of the Way, that may 
diſcourage or prevent poor. People's hearing the ever- 
laſting Goſpel.----- Theſe Conſiderations, for ſome time 
paſt, have led me to examine whether the Methods/ts in 
general (and I myſelf in particular) have acted the Part 
of good SubjeQs and judicious Chriſtian Miniſters, in ſo 
long neglecting to make an Application to the ſuperior 
Courts, and putting in Execution the wholeſome Laws 
of the Land, in order to prevent thoſe many dreadful 
Outrages which have been committed agairſt us 
I need not deſcend. to Particulars. Several of our 
Brethren, both in England and Wales, have received 
much Damage from time to time, and been frequently 
in great Hazard of their Lives. Wil;fire has been 
very remarkable for mobbing and abuſing the Metho- 
difts ; and, for about ten Months laſt paſt, it has alſo 

revail'd very much in Glowcefter/hire, eſpecially at 
— where Mr. Adams has a Dwelling Houſe, and 
bas been much bleſs'd to many People. This diſpleas d 
the Grand Enemy of Souls, who ſtirr'd up many of the 
baſer Sort, privately encouraged by ſome of a higher 
Rank, to come from time to time, in great Numbers, 


with a Lowbell and Horn, to beſet the Houſe, and beat 


and abuſe the People. About the heginning of Ju 
-laſt their Oppoſition ſeem'd to riſe to the higheſt. For 
ſeveral Days they aſſembled in great Bodies, broke the 


Windows, and mobb'd the People to ſuch a Degree, 


that many expected to be murder d, and hid themſelves 


in Holes and Corners, to avoid the Rage of their Ad- 


verſaries . Once when I was there, they continued 
from Four in the Afternoon till Midnight rioting, giv- 
ing load Huzzas, caſting Dirt upon the Hearers, and 
making Proclamations, That no Anabaptiſts, Preſby - 
« terians, c. ſhould Preach there. At another 
Time they pull'd one or two Women down the Stairs 
by their Hair of the Heads. And on the 1othof Fuly 
they came to the Number of near a Hundred, in their 
uſual Way, with a Lowbell and Horn, about Five in 
the Afternoon, forced into Mr, Adams's Houſe, and * 
; mande 
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— 
manded him down the Stairs whereon he was preach- 
ing, took him out of his Houſe, and threw him into a 
Sink-Pit full of noifome Things and ſtagnated Water. — 
One of our Friends, named #7/!iams, aſking them, If 
they were not aſham'd to ſerve an innocent Man ſo? 
They put him into the ſame Pit twice, and afterwards. 
beat him, and dragged him along the Kennel. Mr. 
Adams quietly return'd home, and betook himſelf to 
Prayer, and exhorted the People to rejoice in ſuffering 
for the Sake of the Goſpel. In about half an Hour 
they came to the Houſe again, dragg'd him down the 
Stairs, and led him away a Mile and a half to a Place 
called Bourn-brook, and then threw himin. A Stander- 
by, fearing he might be drowned, -jump'd in and pulled 
him out ; whereupon another of the Rioters immediate- 
ly puſh'd him into the Pool a ſecond Time, and cut his 
Leg againſt a Stone, ſo that he went lame for near a 
Fortnight. Both the Conſtable. and Juſtices were 
applied to, but refuſed to act; and ſeem'd rather to 
countenance the Mobbing, hoping thereby Met hodiſin (as 
they called it) would put a Stop to, at leaſt at 
Hampton. For a Seaſon they gained their End. There 
was no Preaching for ſome Time, the People fearing to 
aſſemble on Account of the Violence of the Mob. 
Upon my Return to Town, I adviſed with my Friends 
what to do. We knew we wanted to exerciſe no 
Revenge againſt the Rioters, and yet we thought it 
wrong that the Goſpel ſhould be ſtopped by ſuch; Per- 
ſons, when the Government under which we lived coun- 
tenanced no ſuch Thing; and alſo, that it was abſurd 
to thank God for wholeſome Laws, if they were not to 
be made uſe of. We knew very well that an Apoſtle 
had told us, that Magiſtrates were ordained for the 
Puniſhment of Evil-doers ; and that they bear' not the 
Sword in vain, We were alſo fearful if any of our 
Brethren ſhould be murdered by future Riotings (as in 
all Probability they might) that we ſhould be acceſſary 
to their Death if we neglected to tie up the Rioters 
Hands, which was all we deſired to do. Beſides, we 
could not look upon this as allowed Perſecution, ſince 
it was not countenanced by the Laws of the Land, and 
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we might have Redreſs from theſe Rioters and inferior 
Magiſtrates by appealing to Cz/ar, whoſe real Friends 
and loyal Subjects we judged ourſelves not to be, if we 
ſuffered his Laws to be publickly trampled under Foot 
by ſuch notorious Villainy ; and which, tho' begun a- 
gainſt the Methodifts, might terminate in open Rebellion 
againſt King George. For theſe and ſuch like Rea- 
ſons, we thought it our Duty to move for an Informa- 
tion in the K:ng's- Bench againſt five of the Ringleaders, 
and fixed on the Riot which they made on Sunday 


July 10, when they put Mr. Adams and Williams into 


the Sink-pit and Brook. But before this was done, I 
wrote a Letter to one whom they called Captain, de- 
firing him to inform his Aſſociates, © That if they 
would acknowledge their Fault, pay for curing a: 
*« Boy's Arm, which was broke the Night I was there, 
« and mend the Windows of Mr. Adams's Houſe, we 
« would readily paſs by all; but if they perſiſted in 
their Reſolutions to Riot, we thought it our Duty to 
prevent their doing, and others receiving further 
Damage, by moving for an Information againſt them 
„in the King - Bench. I alſo ſent a Copy of this 
Letter to a Miniſter of the Town, and to a Juſtice of 
the Peace, with a Letter to each from my ſelf: But all in 
vain. The Riotors ſent me a moſt inſolent Anſwer, wrote 
me Word, they were in high Spirits, and were reſolv- 
« ed there ſhould be no more Preaching at Hampton. 
Finding them irreclaimable, we moved the next Term 
for a Rule of Court in the K7ng's-Bench to lodge an In- 
formation againſt five of the Ring-leaders, for the Out- 
rage committed, Violence offered, and Damage done 
to Mr. Adams and Williams, on Sunday July 10. The 
Rioters were apprized of it, appear'd by their Council, 
and prayed the Rule might be enlarged till next Term. 
—— It was granted. In the mean while they continued 
Mobbing, broke into Mr. Adams's Houſe one Saturday 
Nightat Eleven o*Clock, when there was no Preaching, 
made thoſe that were in Bed get up, and ſearched the 
Oven, Cellar, and every Corner of the Houſe, to ſee 
whether they could find any Methodiſts, Some Time 
after, they threw another young Man into a Mate 
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thre? Times ſucceſſively, and abuſed the People in a 


dreadful Manner. The next Term came on. We 
proved our Accuſation by twenty-ſix Affidavits; and 
the Defendants making no Reply, the Rule was made 
abſolute, andan Information filed againſt them.---To this 
they pleaded NOT GUILTY; and according to the 
Method in the Crown Office, the Cauſe was referred 
to the Aſſize held at Gloucefter, March the zd. 
Thither I went, and on Twue/d4ay Morning laſt the Trial 
came on. It was given out by ſome, ** That the Me- 
* thodifts were to loſe the Cauſe, whether right or 
wrong.“ And I believe the Defendants: depended- 
much on a Suppoſition that the Gentlemen and Jury- 
would be prejudiced againſt us. We were eaſy, know- 
ing that our Saviour had the Hearts of all in his Hands. 
Being aware of the great Conſequences of gaining or 
loſing this Trial, both in reſpect to us and the Nation, 
we kept a Day of Faſting and Prayer thro' all the Soci- 
eties both in England and Wales, Our Scotch Friends 
alſo joined with us, and chearfully committed our Cauſe 
into his Hand by whom Kings reign -and Princes de- 
cree Juſtice. We had about thirty Witneſſes to prove 
the Riot and Facts laid down in the Information. 
Our Council opened the Cauſe (as I heard, being not 
preſent when the Trial begun) with much Solidity and 
ſound Reaſoning :---They ſnewed, That Rioters were 
not to be Reformers; and that his Majeſty had no 
* where put the Reins of Government into the Hands 
of Mobbers, or made them Judge or jury. -One 
of them in particular, with great Earneſtneſs reminded the 
Gentlemen of the Jury of the Advice of Gamaliel, a 
Doctor of Law, recorded Ads v. 38, 39. © Refrain 
«© from theſe Men, and let them alone; for if this 
* Council, or this Work be of Men, it will come to 
* nought : But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, 
* leaſt haply ye be found even to fight againſt Gop.”” 
Our Witneſſes were then called. I came into Court 

when the ſecond Witneſs was examining.---Mr. Adams 
and four more (three of which were not called Metho- 
diſis) ſo clearly proved both the Riot and the Facts laid 
to the Charge of the Defendants, that the Judge _ 
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of Opinion there needed no other Evidence. The 
Council for the Defendants then roſe, and exerted a good 
deal of Oratory, and I think ſaid all that could be ſaid, 
to make the beſt of a bad Matter. One urged, © That 
% wewere Enthuſiaſts, and our Principles and Practices 
* had ſuch a Tendency to infect and hurt the People, 
that it was right in his Opinion, for any private Per- 
ſon to ſtand up and put a Stop to us ; and whoever 
did fo was a Friend to his Country.””---He ſtrove to 
influence the Jury, by telling them, That if a Ver- 
** dit was given againſt the Defendants, it wou'd coſt 
them Two Hundred Pounds: —— That the Defen- 
dants Rioting was not premeditated ; but that coming 
to hear Mr. Adams, and being offended at his Doct- 
** trine, a ſudden Quarrel aroſe, and thereby the un- 
happy Men were led into the preſent Fray, which he 
* could have wiſh'd had not happen'd ; but however, 
it did not amount to a Riot, but only an 4//aulr.”” 
Their other Council inform'd the Jury, © That they 
would undertake to prove that the Methodifts began 
*« the Tumult firſt. He was pleaſed alſo to mention 
me by Name, and acquainted the Court, That Mr. 
* Whitefield had been travelling from Common to Com- 

* mon, making the People cry, and then picking their 
Pockets, under Pretence of collecting Money for the 
Colony of Georgia; and knowing that G/oucefter/hire 
* was a populous Country, he at laſt came there. 

„% That he had now ſeveral Curates, of which Mr. 

% Adams was one, who in his Preaching had found Fault 

« with the Proceedings of the Clergy, and ſaid if the 

* People went to hear them, they would be damn'd.--- 

He added, that there had lately been ſuch Mobbing 

* in Stafford/vire, that a Reigment of Soldiers was ſent 

« down to ſuppreſs them; intinuating that the Metho- 
«« difts were the Authors.---That we had now another 

« Cauſe of a like Nature depending in Viliſbire, and 

© that we were not of that mild, pacifick Spirit, as we 

« wou'd pretend to be.. This and much more to 


the ſame Purpoſe, though foreign to the Matter in 


hand, pleaſed many of the Auditors, who expreſſed 
their Satisſaclion by frequent laughing. The "—_ 
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of all were upon me. Our Saviour kept me quite 


eaſy. I thought of that Verſe of Horace, 


— — eto, : 
Nil conſeire fibi, nulla palleſcere culpâ. | 


Tertullus's accuſing Paul came alſo to my Mind, and I 
look'd upon myſelf as highly honoured in having ſuch 
Things — againſt me falfly for CarrsT's Name's 
Sake. To prove what the Defendant's Council had 
inſinuated, they called up a-young Man, who was own 
Brother to one of the Defendants, and one of the Mob. 
He ſwore point blank, That Mr. Adams ſaid, if 
People went to Church they wou'd be damn'd ; and 
* if they would come to him, he wou'd carry them to 
* IEsus CuRIs T. — He fwore alſo that the Pool in 
« which Mr. Adzms was thrown, was no deeper than 
half way up his Legs. He ſaid firſt that there was 
but about ten of them that came to the Houſe of 
« Mr. Adams; and then he ſwore that there were about 
«© threeſcore. He ſaid there was a Low- bell, and 
that one of the Defendants did aſk Mr. Adams to 
« come down off the Stairs, but that none of them 
« went up to him, upon which Mr. Adams willingly 
*« obey'd, went with them briſkly along the Street, 
« and, as he wou'd have repreſented it, put himſelf 
into the Skin-pit and Pool, and ſo came out again.” 
He ſaid alſo ſome other things, but thro' his whole Evi- 
dence appeared ſo flagrantly falſe, that one Council ſaid, 
It was enough to make his Hair ſtand an end.“ The 
Judge himſelf wiſn'd, He had had ſo much Religion 
as to fear an Oath.” So he went down in Pit. 
grace. Their Second Evidence was an aged Woman, 
Mother to one of the Defendants. She ſwore, 
That her Son did go up the Stairs to Mr. Adams, and 
cc that Mr. Adams tore her Son's Coat, and would have 
* broke his Neck down Stairs.“ Butſhetalk'd fo faf, 
and her Evidence was ſo palpably fal/e, that ſhe was 
ſent away in as much Diſgrace as the other. Their third 
and laſt Evidence was Father to one who was in the 
Mob, tho' not one of the Defendants, 'The * = 
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had to fay was, That when Mr. Adams was coming 
«© from the Pool, one met him, and ſaid, Brother, how 
* do you do? Upon which he anſwered, that he had 
received no Damage, but had been in the Pool and 
came out again.“ So that all their Evidences, how+ 
ever contrary one to the other, yet corroborated ours, 
and proved the Riot out of their own Mouths. The 
Book was then given to a Juſtice of the Peace, who had 
formerly taken up Mr. Cirick, for Preaching near 
Stroud, and had lately given many ſingular Proofs that 
he was no Friend to the Methodiſts.But he intending to 
ſpeak only about their Characters, and the Council and 


Judge looking upon that as quite impertinent to the 


Matter in hand, he was not admitted as an Evidence. 
Upon this, his Lordſhip, with great Candor and 
Impartiality, ſum'd up the Evidence, and told the Jury, 
That he thought they ſhould bring a// the Defendants 
in Guilty ; for our Evidence had ſufficiently proved 
the whole of the Information, and alſo that the Riot 
was premeditated.” He ſaid, That, in his 
Opinion, the chief of the Defendant's Evidence was 
incredible; and that, ſuppoſing the Methodiſts were 
Heterodox, (as perhaps they might be) it belong'd to 
the Eccleſiaſtical G overnment to call them to an Ac- 
count; that they were Subjects, and Rioters were not 
to be their Reformers.---He alſo reminded them of 
the dreadful Conſequences of Rioting at any Time, 
much more at ſuch a critical Time as this; that Riot- 
ing was the Fore-runner of, and might end in Rebel- 
lion ; that it was Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, 
to. pull down a Meeting-houſe ; and, for all as he 
knew, it was High-Treaſonto pull down even a Baw- 
dy-houſe. That this Information came from the 
King - Bench, that his Majeſty's Juſtices there thought 
they had had ſufficient Reaſon to grant it; that the 
Matters contain'd in it had been evidently prov'd 
before them, and conſequently they ſhould bring all 

the Defendants in Guilty.“ | 
Upon this the Jury weredefir*d to conſider of their Ver- 
dict. There ſeem'd. to be ſome little Demur amongſt 
them, His Lordſhip perceiving it, inform'd them, 
| They 
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They had nothing to do with the Damages, (that was 
© to be referr'd to the King's-Bench) they were only 
* to conſider whether the Defendants were guilty or 
e not.” Whereupon in a few Minuets, they gave a 
Verdict for the Proſecutors, and brought in a// the De- 
fendants guilty of the whole Information lodg d againſt 


them. 
and gave Gob Thanks. Afterwards I went to the 
Inn, prayed and returned Thanks with the Witneſſes, 


exhorted them to behave with Meekneſs and Humility 
to their Adverſaries, and after they had taken proper Re- 


freſhment ſent them home rejoicing.- -The next Morning 
I ſet out for London, from whence I take the firſt Op- 
portunity of ſending you this. What Report his Lord- 
ſhip will be pleaſed to make of the Caſe, and how the 


Defendants will be dealt with cannot be known till next 


Term ; when I know, I ſhall apprize you of it, as 
alſo of our Behaviour towards them. In the mean 
while let me entreat you to give Thanks to the bleſſed 


Jesvs in our Behalf, and to pray that his Word may 


have free Courſe, may run, and be glorified, and a Stop 
be put to all ſuch rebellious Proceedings. 
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I then retir'd tomy Lodgings, kneel'd down 


* 
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A PRAYER 


For His Majeſty King GEORGE. 
OvEert1cn of All whoſe Will ordains 

| The Powers on Earth that be; 

By whom our rightful Monarch reigns 
Subject to none but Thee: 

Stir up thy Strength, appear, appear, 
And for thy Servant fight, 

Support thy Great Vicegerent here, 
And vindicate his Right. 

Lo! in the Arms of Faith and Prayer 
We bear him to thy Throne, 

The Heavenly Providential Care, 

The Loxp's Anointed: One. 

Defend Him with thy ſpecial Grace, 
Thy Love's Pavilion ſpread, 

And active Troops of Angels pace 
Around his Sacred Head. 

Guard Him from All who dare oppoſe 
Thy Delegate and Thee, 

From open and from ſecret Foes, 
From Force and Perfidy. 

Confound whoe'er His Ruin ſeeks, 
Or unto Friends convert, 

Give him His Adverſaries Necks, 
Give him His People's Heart. 

Let us for Conſcience-ſake revere 
The Man of thy Right Hand, 

Honour and Love thine Image here, 
And bleſs his mild Command. 


Thou only didſt the Blefling give, 
The Glory (Lozp) be Thine, 
Let all with thankful Joy receive 


The Benefit 2 
To All who Thee in Him 15 


The Spirit of Grace impart, 
The Dear, the Sacred Burthen lay 
On every Loyal Heart. 
O Let us Pray and never ceaſe, 
Till Thou the ' Anſwer ſend, 
*Stabliſh His Throne in glorious Peace, 
And ſave Him to the End. 


